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Date: April 25, 2018 
 
To: Operating Record 
 
From: Harold Register 
 
RE:  Initiation of Assessment Monitoring Program under §257.94(e)(3) 
 
Consumers Energy reported in the January 31, 2018 Annual Groundwater Monitoring and Corrective 
Action Report for the DE Karn Power Plant Bottom Ash Pond Coal Combustion Residual (CCR) Unit in 
Essexville, Michigan, that boron, fluoride, pH, and sulfate were observed in at least one downgradient 
monitoring well above background.  TRC performed an Alternate Source Demonstration for the 
parameters and did not find strong enough evidence within 90 days to determine that there was another 
source for the observation of constituents above background. 

Therefore, Consumers Energy will commence an Assessment Monitoring Program for the DE Karn 
Power Plant Bottom Ash Pond CCR Unit pursuant to 40 CFR 257.95 that will sample and analyze the 
groundwater monitoring system for all constituents listed in Appendix IV.  The results from this initial 
assessment monitoring sampling event will be used to establish a groundwater protection standard for 
each constituent. If one or more constituents in Appendix IV are detected at statistically significant levels 
above the groundwater protection standard, CEC will characterize the nature and extent of any release(s) 
that will inform remedy selection. 

This notice satisfies recordkeeping requirement §257.105(h)(5) by placing this notice in the operating 
record. 

   
Signature 

 
April 25, 2018 

Date of Certification 
 
 
Harold D. Register, Jr. 
Name  
 
 
ENCLOSURES 

TRC’s April 2018 letter: “Evaluation of Alternative Sources per CCR Rule §257.94 (e)(2), Bottom Ash 
Pond CCR Unit, DE Karn Power Plant, Essexville, Michigan” 
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